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Allegations thar Albaquerue palice havealired
o deletod police viceos — spoeilieally i contro-
versial shaoting cases — have raised questions
abouit what the public and idependont oveesight
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Families feel steamrolled as estates disappear

TILURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2016

From PAGE A1

af thecourt, Mrs, Darnell Iost !
huretyilrights (0 make ber 3
awn decisions.

“The Gaenel st
estimated at §5 million
when e court steppee In,
dwindled o less than 875,000,

iving
expenses  oven thaugh she
had trist and Soedal Securlly
inmne i fora team
coteLappolited guardianship
professionals. Thr finanses
wereacministered oy a
poweriulcourkappoinied
Comservatar named Darr

Teday, Casey and Blasr
unsost
ity andt
Mary  coptinue foseothe
aboit how teir parent’s
belove 15-acro ranch was
divied up. dismantod and
Funally sold off witheut their
comsent by conservator Millet
a family trust
wasin place, Kris Darnell
Eruger has declined J
vequests o be inarviewed,
MLILE el Ui Jourmal he
wias Talthful in his dutios @

do what was best for Blalr —_—t
Dacnell, Courollizials said S ———
udge

The Damelis cherished
chtidbood ik was aprlme
oSt reperTy with an
cxlensive pastire and access
10 he Rio Gran: 1t s been
o s bosutifl, uniaoe
and sipportiveaf mizratory
bird Batat. The events that
ol tothe fanly's losing the

Get off the
property

pareel until shedicd. Upon
berdealh, the bome and Land
woull autornatieally pass 1o

il uy Gentry was o
o engsani e Stromei iond of Dair and Casey
informati vered. I Darpell
iy the Journal during childron call it “a suspext, bonght the property nect
digation I is svicetheart deal,” but they oo a0, Both famLLivs wore

acompicated kgl trailthat, wece paverloss o stup it wellknown in the harse world.
tethres Darll sbllngs sy, eyt L i .
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" X 4 8 0n June 25, afters weharge 3 it wauld
eyl ™0 s ity
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e ot Berie Mary who  [PE31 " .0 Gontry hiad nothing good
b realestote Teenso  Rembe. Onder. i, Mary wlththe oy g Alight
fior 20 years, felf that price Despite that, there was no biessing of brother Clifand Trathe: "
s

b saleat this point. Because sister Ernlly, flled & riotion i it ihe
ay (00w, THEg b e ey Ternalllo Couney foconds s Thon n B AR me P
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b and the$! Tmillion proposal  mtion, Milletclosed onadea) B o T necrpts o the Sept. aniry and s wike, Connle,
> i f; to sed] the 29,2015, Now Moxleo State watched in sorrew, he said, as
that e Darnel 'y et el phhary
nighbor, Deriny ) mL. 1 tha Stromol tho s
e st o Suspeat [ L4 million. B e i
r July 41, M: > by 3 conservator Millel,
Ior the 15 aere: p el in 3 Darnell. e L r——
Casey Darnell’s "& Trust. apeeeTaen, = o magent. “The lmage Lwill o
Gentre ol the court he aboul the prucess, eeebed — Uhoentlre fanch —all 17 acees, e my mind.” Gentry said, wsmmg
terest B s
S Tawyer i i h up b wore-out ld earanto a
Blair Darnell 2 n Leail
had “indicared that when the

ility toher family.  Thi
property was Lstod, wewould — bnan cmall veviewed by the  acre parecl and bome wete: Ipthaming: :
Truth i, the sty cosgi],
Biair, had it driven ber old Joep
inawhile, bt Geniry sajd it had
tohave beers a symbol of mtlity
0 Modicaid and freodom to her an waiching
negleet na ay was
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Why they spoke

e three Darnell siblings
‘spoke openly 1o tho Journal
about tholr family's sixyear

relationship

fucilities”
Bul the lotterwent or o say le

A Dice 1S "aware of the nunber

af expleitation casos involving fa

puandiarship system. They each spoke ‘membors that ccur onside the faility-
e el ching exploitation contextand  ~m
the 1el], 1nse both agree that it is an issue
herindependenoe and her dignity. They af lmportance”

s hey wantto warn New Mexizans St In cases In which 2

that it coul hagpon (0 thern, They want T ‘uardian is appointed,

the svstom fo he made better, mare sl SIS the jurge ltimnitely
compassionate and responsive o the Emily and GIiff Damell with their mother, s responsible for the
clifer ward's Loved ones so collre fallics  Blair Damell, appuintoes’ bebavior.

cam sty rogether Unti] Hheir parents

final e fold the Journal that moner  Dutfmiliossay that DIANE DIMOND is an
. B in s words, anapzed s o BTSNy paml Al iy and e i

(h telt as though B Silver Gavel Award. Sha has

i of ber estate, il follow-up ncedod. covered some of the nation's
i elder  Mary Kol fghting biggest staries — including the
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Adtorney Kari Brandenbug, who hesaid
told him the complieatest

i . Blair
instrueted her "ot tn ot the bastarls
win”

in Florica — in a.carcer thal has
inciuded Court TV, MSNBC and the

- " “Tockay™ show, She is the author of
Avoidance I e e . =y 4
Some arewarned away from the The ulfi
y: e of A - E family,” Mary said. "And T intend todo and justice anpaars in the Joumal
Ome retired told letter that. “Our that” every Saturday.
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Estate value shrank from over $4 million to $750,000

o PAGE Ad

vanch this way: “The
rroperty represents ons of
he Iargrest undendeseioped
rarcels of land fronting
the Rio Grane River in
this area. Tt pravides meime
aveess (o e piver arsd
Albuguerane's Cocomennd
Bremgie, sUpports multiple
species of migkatary
waterfinv] ineluding many
tuck speckes, Canada geese,
ared sandhill prane.”

‘Al by design’

The thioe yolngest
Darnell heirs, waorried
that the real estate deal
could eome back o have
maor L repereussions
for them, refused o
sign a final seltlement
agreement hecanse
conservator Milkd
insisted he be granted
proteetion —a waiver off
Liability against Dt
Tegral acticm — badfore
closlng o the csiale
and disbursing the
inherttanee.

Family members believe
that domanding heirs
tosign such a docimnent
under adversacial

ircumstances callsinto

says, in part, “A release by
a berelielary ol lruslee
firemn liability fon breach
of trust iz invalid to the
cbenl: (L 8 was induecd
Ty improper comduet of the
Trustoe.”

Wary's lawyer wirote
1o her b Apetl 2016
urging her tostop her

repeated roguests fok a full
aceounting of her mother’s
flhanees and questionlisg
the conservatr's actions.
M et andall the
ather lawyers made this
acorplo Htgation case
that has many layers.
Allby desizgn” Patrick
Westerfick] wrare, “Téa
slrongly recornmend thal
vl o agres tosetrle and

invalved in guardianshi)
matters say they cannol
speak about individual
iz, bl that they ace
professionals dedicated o
pratec g Ui wirds.

The three youngest
Darpell siblings decided o
fight om. They sought cur
aveieran cortified pul
aceauntant with three
deeades of expericnee in
estateand trost work m
poreover the incomplede
financial ledgers Millet
had provided.

L sworn stalemendt,
he declared to Judgs
Birickhonse, “The
documents submitted by
Mo, Millet, i they are fo
hea financial accounting,
are inaccurate and
suhatantively deficient
... nothing more than
the printont of a check
reglstee”

CHifF, Emily and Mary
contirued to insist that
e court ordera full
aceounting. Then they
Iearned how much that
would cost them.

Al the end of June 2018,
Albucguergue's Todrall

COURTESY OF THE DR ELL FAMILY

Bilair Darnel holds her grandson, Gascy, whe is Mary

Damell's only child,

law firm filed court
panpers o behall ol Millel
fo terminate his dutles,
approveall aetions he kad
taken as Blair Darnell’s
corservator and trostee
aul b Felease lim feoin
any liability.

The mation also asked
Judge Brickhouss to
approveselting aside
S100,000 for [nal
attmney's foes and
pay for the requested
aevounting. Thit last
reguest ranklod 3
Litndly and Maty, whe
aaid they helisve g
conservator's duties
should have included
keeping a good accountlng
all along.

Tiff eomplains mot

abutany one person but
Lhwe system.

“1Eyou bave o
TEANSPArEREY, Vou can't
axpect judees and lawrers
Lo selbregulate” he said.
“WIEh thelr howtdy waze,
there's nn inccntive to
getitdone, Tt is wrong
that (the system) iz noc
Lransparent.”

Mot wanting Lo have 1o
ot azide an additional
SHGO0 of ther
inheritane:, CLIE, Emily
and Mary had what one
descrlbod as a “cotne-to
Josusmeoring” As the
first anniversary of their
mother's death neared.
they vealleed the longer
they fought the more
money they wonld losa.

Ty decided 1o hold
their nosesand sign a
inal settlement by which
they agresd not to take
Tt begal action agalist
conservator Millet. T
retiien. the Modisall
firm's request ro withhald
SL00.000 was dropped.

Dizrviet Judge Shannon
Bacon, inan interview
wirh the Jonrnal,
discusied the courts
inakility toandit the
appointed consarvators
anhwal reports, She sald
it is essentially an honar
syaletn bitween the
judge and the appointed
repiescntatlves aid
said eight of 10 judpes in
Albuguerdgue who hear
muardianship cases cach
hane mere than a total
of 1,00} cases on their
dorkeds.

HNew Mexico docsn't
have three cents 1o ruby
topgether,” Judge Bacon
said. "Every yaar weask
Ihe Leglslature for more
money, and every year we
don't gel I

Guardians and
CORECEVATONS a1e ot
Tlicensed in New Mexien,
although they may
Tave acquired varions
certifications. Some of
thosecortificates can be
purchased andiee altor
taking a short oxam.

Mancy Oricla, CEOQ
of the clder care frm
Trcades LLC, which
Tandled some of the
Tarnell ease, said she is s
propencnt of Hoensure fin
guardians ad licem and

cotirl visltors. She sabd she
isane of fewer than 100
professionals in the U
Btates who are cortified as
Master Guardlans,

Mostly gone
Conrrdosuments
reviewed by the Journal
showe thiat when Decades
was appointed as che frse
guardiansonaervatoe for
Blair Durnell, the firm
initially valued ber estate
al between 54
and 33 million. Recontly
ohtained financial
staternents indicate the
remaining balaper ke now
loss thar §730,000, 1o he

U Sepd, 30, Judge
Brickheuze signed the
agreemnent officially
terminating the
guardianshipand
consetvatarship of Blale
Thrnedl, Tt had hieen
nearly six years of court
imvelvement with the
Darnell Bually and about
11 memths sinee Rlair
Trarnel s death.

“Lweand i b be over,”
Lndly tokd the Journal
STt o ger oy with our
liw bty they have
away ol perpetuating
things.” she sald, “How
dayvan fight this if vou are
a normal human heing?
What de they want? They
alveady got dMother), They
tonk T final years ...
and almost all her monesy.
Aven't there some checks
and balanoes that sy
enough isenough?™
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